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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(as of Dec. 31, 2008) OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY

Officers The objects of the society are:

President Vic Willoughby
Past President Sandra Vaneldik
1*'Vice President Nestor Martinez
2" Vice President Susan McKeen
Vice President of Finance Brian Dunlop
Secretary of the Society Maxine Maxwell

Directors:

Brooks Brian Dunlop
Camrose Fay Carlson
Drayton Valley Miriam Roberts
Edmonton Les Campbell
Ft. McMurray Jock Howard
Grande Prairie Judy Bradley
Lethbridge Susan Haga
Medicine Hat Melvin Bender
Peace River Dianne Rabchak
Red Deer Peter Darby
Wetaskiwin Claudia Malloch
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Finance (Chair) Brian Dunlop
Nominations (Chair) Sandra Vaneldik
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Archivist Mary Ann Legris
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Casino Chair Laura Turnbull
Communications/Public Relations vacant
Conference Co-Chairs Susan McKeen
Sandra Vaneldik
Grants & Fundraising Marion Rex
Genealogical Research Norma Wolowyk
Historian vacant
Inventory & Property Pat Barry
Library Norma Wolowyk
Master Surname Database Fred Vaneldik
Membership Secretary vacant
Network System Manager Fred Vaneldik
Publications Fred Vaneldik
Relatively Speaking Co-Editors
Marilyn Hindmarch
Peter Staveley
Translations Coordinator & FFHS Sue Philips
Treasurer Bob Atcheson
Website Laura Turnbull

AGS Office
Office Coordinator Linda Winski

To promote the study of genealogy and
genealogical research within the Province of
Alberta.

To encourage adherence to accuracy and
thoroughness in research.

To encourage and instruct members in ethical
principles, scientific methods and effective
techniques of genealogical research and defend
the standards of genealogy from incompetent
and disreputable persons.

To assemble a library of genealogical guides,
handbooks, reference sources, family and local
histories, and other books and materials which
may assist the members, all of which will be
available to members.

To publish such bulletins, booklets, pamphlets,
or other documents as may be found desirable
and expedient by the Board of the Society and
to make the same available to the members and
others on such terms and conditions as may be
determined by the Board.

To establish friendly relations with other
genealogical societies for exchange of ideas and
information and the promotion of common
interests.

To enter into arrangements with other
genealogical societies for the publication of
bulletins, booklets, books, pamphlets, or other
documents on such terms and conditions as may
be found desirable and expedient by the Board.
To promote seminars and workshops on
genealogical research and methodology and
such other studies as may seem helpful to the
members.

To provide a centre and suitable meeting place
for various activities of the Society and its
members by rent or purchase or otherwise.

To encourage the establishment of Branches of
the Society under such terms and conditions as
the Bylaws of the Society may from time to
time provide.

To achieve the foregoing objects, funds may be
raised and donations, gifts, legacies and
bequests accepted.

Registered 25 May 2001




Highlights of the 2008 Annual Report

OUR MISSION: To provide support and services for people mes@ag their family
history and genealogy.

Active and growing since 1973

Serving approximately 900 members through elevandires around the province
Contributing over 31,400 reported volunteer hoar2008

Mailing and exchanging our quarterly jourriglatively Speakingp over 70 libraries
and Societies

Running 20 or more branch and ‘special interestigiraeetings monthly

Holding an annual genealogical conference or smeN@&nt for members and the
general public

Volunteering in many community libraries, museuarghives and other facilities
Responding to more than 750 research queries i@ 200

Recording cemeteries throughout Alberta and indgrmajor research materials (Loca
Histories, Births, Marriages and Deaths, Obitudriesaccess by all family
researchers

Maintaining a full subscription to Ancestry.com ime by library patrons

Funded through membership fees, sponsorship mooiesthe Alberta Historical
Resources Foundation, donations, gaming eventsthed activities in local
communities

One paid part-time position

Branch Highlights:

Camrose Collected data for Honorees for Founders’ Dagluviteered at Camrose
Library book sales

Drayton Valley Worked with Town Library to obtain and instalfien reader which is
being used by members

Edmonton Organized a successful Research trip to Londaiaad. Continued
indexing of Alberta land records post 1930

Fort McMurray. Met the challenges of dealing with a flood ansslof research
material

Grande Prairie Established a scholarship program in Margaret«memory

Lethbridge Hosted the 2008 Gen-Fair and Annual Generalimgpét April.

Medicine Hat Continued work on the obituary collection to assesearchers.

Red Deer Indexing Meeres’ papers and notes.

Wetaskiwin Genealogical workshop for new members
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Alberta Genealogical Society (AGS)

36" Annual General Meeting

Saturday April 18, 2009at12:45 pm
Grand Ballroom , Chateau Louis, 11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB

AGENDA

Call to Order

Approval of Agenda

Approval of the Minutes of the 35th Annual Gexld/leeting
Business Arising

President’s Report

2008 Branch Reports

6.1 Brooks 6.7 Lethbridge
6.2 Camrose 6.8 Medicine Hat
6.3 Drayton Valley 6.9 Peace River
6.4 Edmonton 6.10 Red Deer
6.5 Fort McMurray 6.11 Wetaskiwin
6.6 Grande Prairie

7. Executive and Committee Reports
7.1 Bylaw amendments - Jo Nuthack

8. Acceptance of Branch, Executive and Committepdrs

9. 2008 Audited Financial Statement and 2009— Rlidget - Brian Dunlop

10. Appointment of the Auditor for 2009

11. Election of Officers, Appointment of Committ€aairpersons, Introduction of Officers
for the 2009- 2010 Term

12. Courtesy Motions

13. Change of Signing Authority

14. Adjournment

The Presentation of Awards will follow the meeting.
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Present:

Anderson, Carol
Atcheson, Bob
Bender, Melvin
Bradley, Judy
Brooks, Nadine
Conrad, Ellen
Couper, Bonita
Doram, Don
Dunlop, Brian
Easton, Frank
Fischer, Madeline
Fraser, Joan
French, Eileen
Haga, Susan
Hearn, Joe

1. Call to Order:

Minutes of the

Alberta Genealogical Society (AGS)
35" Annual General Meeting

Saturday, April 12, 200& 12:45 pm

Rm 250, f Choice Savings Centre for Sport and Wellness
University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, AB.

Hedlund, Arlene
Holmes, lan
Hoyle, Alice
lwaasa, Clara
Koop, Carole
Malloch, Claudia
Maxwell, Maxine
Mclnall, Margaret
McLeod, Doug
Nuthack, Jo
Nuthack, Judy
O’Neil, Hal
O’Neil, Lesley
Roberts, Miriam
Ronaghan, Allen

Ronaghan, Shirley
Schau, Gail
Scott, David
Stafford, Vicky
Thomson, Blanche
Treuer, Kathleen
Vaneldik, Fred
Vaneldik, Sandra
Webster, Bev
Westwood, Terry
Williams, Teena
Willoughby, Victor
Young, Jeanne

Total Attendees: 44

President, Sandra Vaneldik, called th& 2&nual General Meeting to order at 12:45 pm.

2. Approval of the Agenda:
There were no deletions or additions to the Agenda.

MOVED by Susan Haga that the Agenda be adopted.
Secondedby Bonita Couper Carried

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 34th Annual General Meeting:

MOVED by Pat Barry that the minutes of thé®3&nnual General Meeting be adopted as presented
Secondedby Shirley Ronaghan Carried

4. Business Arising:
There was no business arising from the Minutes.

5. President’s Report:

Sandra referred to her report as presented in the 2007 Annual Report. She thanked methther bfreche
for accumulating and submitting their volunteer hours as they will be ciitiegiplications for additional
funding Sandra also thanked those who helped in all the many ways with the relocation of A@&sqvast
year.
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6. 2007 Branch Reports
6.1 Brooks — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.2 Camrose — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.3 Drayton Valley — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.4 Edmonton — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.5 Fort McMurray — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.6 Grande Prairie — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.7 Lethbridge — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.8 Medicine Hat — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.9 Peace River — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.10 Red Deer — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
6.11 Wetaskiwin — as presented in the 2007 Annual Report

7. Executive and Committee Reports:
First Vice President by William (Bill) Whitney - as presented in the 28@ual Report
Second Vice President by Susan McKeen - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
Vice President of Finance by Brian Dunlop - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
Archivist by Roger Nickerson - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
Casino by Laura Turnbull - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report

Electronic Resources Manager and Master Data Bank by Fred Vaneldik sastpdein the 2007
Annual Report

Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS) Liaison by Sue Phikgsspresented in the 2007
Annual Report

Grants/Fundraising by Marion Rex - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report

Library by Norma Wolowyk - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report

Membership by Lynda Shopka - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
Parliamentarian/Bylaws by Jo Nuthack - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report

Relatively Speaking by Marilyn Hindmarch and Peter Staveley, Co-edigarpresented in the 2007
Annual Report

Research by Norma Wolowyk - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
Translation Coordinator by Sue Philips - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report
Website by Laura Turnbull - as presented in the 2007 Annual Report

8. Acceptance of Branch, Executive and Committee Reports:

MOVED by Judy Bradley that the Branch, Executive and Committee Reports be daeptesented.
Secondedby Madeline Fischer Carried

9. 2007 Audited Financial Statement and 2008 — 2010 Budget:

Financial Statement presentedby Brian Dunlop, Vice President of Finance (addendum to the Annual
Report)
Brian noted/emphasized:
- grant income in 2007 had increased
moving/relocation had increased expenses
the importance of AGS attracting more members to help with revenues
rent in the new facility is higher than previously but still very reasonabke dommercial
rate in Edmonton.

the notes to the Financial Statements on pages 5 and 6.
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MOVED by Brian Dunlop that the Audited Financial Statements be adopted.
Secondedby Lesley O'Neill Carried

Budget for 2008-2010 by Brian Dunlop
Brian highlighted some points from page 35 of the 2007 Annual Reports:
the revenues have increased
a new grant application is in progress (Bob Atcheson and Sandra Vaneldik).

MOVED by Brian Dunlop that the 2008-2010 Budget be adopted as presented
Secondedvy Bill Whitney Carried

10. Appointment of the Auditor for 2008

MOVED by Brian Dunlop that the auditing firm of Colin Presizniuk and Associates be agghamiAuditor
for the year 2008.
Secondedby Miriam Roberts Carried

11. Election of Officers, Appointment of Committee Chairpersons andntroductions of Officers for
the 2008-2009 Term presented by Carole Anderson. There were no elections fog 2008 — 2009 term.

President— Victor Willoughby

Past President- Sandra Vaneldik

1°'Vice President- vacant

2" Vice President- Susan McKeen (continues for another term)
Secretary - Maxine Maxwell (continues for another term)

Vice President of Finance Brian Dunlop (begins a second term)

MOVED by Judy Bradley that the 2008 — 2009 Officers be approved.
Secondedby Bonita Couper Carried

Nestor Martinez, Lethbridge Branch, has agreed to fill the vacaviicé President position and will be
appointed with a motion from the floor.

MOVED by Fred Vaneldik that Nestor Martinez be appointed to the positiofi \éicé President for
2008 — 2009 .
Secondedby Bill Whitney Carried
Branch Presidents
Brooks Brian Dunlop
Camrose Fay Carlson
Drayton Valley Miriam Roberts
Edmonton Les Campbell
Ft. McMurray  Jock Howard
Grande Prairie  Judy Bradley
Lethbridge Susan Haga
Medicine Hat Madeline Fischer
Peace River Dianne Rabchak
Red Deer Peter Darby
Wetaskiwin Alice Hoyle
Director at Large Sharon Roberts
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Committee Chairpersons and Appointees and AGS Positions:
Archivist/Historian vacant
Bylaws & Parliamentarian Jo Nuthack
Casino Laura Turnbull
Communications/ Public Relations  Dorothy Hollands (not as a chairperson but as a
committee member)
Conference Co-chairs Susan McKeen & Sandra Vaneldik
Electronic Resource Manager
and Master Surname Database  Fred Vaneldik
Genealogical Research Norma Wolowyk
Grants & Fundraising Marion Rex
Inventory & Property Pat Barry
Library Norma Wolowyk
Membership Secretary vacant
Relatively Speaking Co-Editors Marilyn Hindmarch & Peter Staveley
Translations coordinator & FFHS Sue Philips
Treasurer Bob Atcheson
Website Laura Turnbull
Sandra Vaneldik asked any members interested in filling the vacant positiof@o their Branch
President.

MOVED by Vic Willoughby that the Officers and Committee Chairpersons appoirgrberdpproved.
Secondedby Bill Whitney Carried

12. Courtesy Motionspresented by Frank Easton:

2007 Resolution of Respect:

Whereaghe success of our society has been, and will be dependent upon many factors, inellidatgai
membership, professionalism in our research, the volunteer efforts of indivicualsawe provided
dedicated services on committees, Board of Directors, members of Execlibiragy volunteers, lecturers at
educational courses, and volunteer efforts in community leadership as well agpbe sf spouses and
family members, therefore,

Be it Resolved
That members of the Alberta Genealogical Society go on record as axptess deepest sorrow at the
passing of:

Ron Johnston #3275 Edmonton Branch January 18, 2007
Edna Woloshyn #3595 Edmonton Branch February 17, 2007
Marion Ledger #4003 Grande Prairie Branch March 17, 2007
Bob Fraser #2064 Edmonton Branch March 25, 2007
Enid Fitzsimonds  #113 Edmonton Branch April 13, 2007
John Hughes #104 Edmonton Branch July 31, 2007
Alec Latta #4525 Edmonton Branch November 4, 2007

And do stand in silent tribute to their memory, and that a copy of this resolution is matefahm
Minutes of the meeting. Please stand and observe a minute of silence.

MOVED by Frank Easton.
Secondedby Jo Nuthack Carried
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13. Change of Signing Authority:

MOVED by Sandra Vaneldik that two signatures be present on all checks from both thal Gede¢he
Casino Account by any two of the following persons: Vic Willoughby, AGS Presidantr& Vaneldik,
AGS Past President, Bob Atcheson, AGS Treasurer, Norma Wolowyk, AGS LihlaemCampbell, AGS
Director and Edmonton Branch President.

Secondedby Pat Barry Carried

Vic Willoughby thanked the Lethbridge Branch for their tremendous effguuitting together a very
successful Genfair.

He thanked everyone present for trusting and accepting him as the new AG8Rrés is looking
forward to visiting each Branch and meeting many more members duringnhis te

Vic thanked and honored outgoing President, Sandra Vaneldik, for her huge contributior® daod\the
sharing of her talents with us. She accepted the position part way through an whfeishan 2005. He
admired her devotion, commitment and leadership through an additional full term of hérowghtto
2008. During her term, Sandra was faced with the ‘heart stopping’ task of redpiteiAGS headquarters
from the Prince of Wales Armoury to the present location at 14315 — 118 Ave. He acknowledged the
countless hours spent and the stresses of the endless decisions required frokmih@mpabe searching,
the directing of the renovations and finally the moving into the new home. He presenteth fzebeautiful
handcrafted plaque ‘In Appreciation’, on behalf of all AGS members.

14. Adjournment

MOVED by Carole Anderson at 1:32 pm that the meeting be adjourned.

sunii tefekbacey .ﬁ;
' e

Maxine Maxwell, Recording Secretary Vic Willoughby, President
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President

| was pleased to be accepted to lead the Society
for two years by the membership at the Annual
General Meeting in Lethbridge. Prior to
beginning my presidency, | had six years of
experience on the AGS Board but | had not had
the opportunity to serve on the Executive. As a
result, | had a very steep learning process. With
the help of a very understanding Office
Coordinator, Linda Winski, Past President,
Sandra Vaneldik and the Board of Directors and
committees, we have been able to accomplish
some goals and also implement a plan of office
visits and telephone calls to manage the day to
day affairs of our Society.

Our Executive meetings are held by
teleconference. Participating in meetings when
you can'’t see the participants is a new adventure
for me. The Executive conducted four such
meetings to establish agendas for the Board
Meetings. Our Society held Board meetings in
February, May, September, and November with
the Annual General Meeting being held in
conjunction with the Gen-fair in April. Thank
you to the Lethbridge Branch members for
sponsoring this very successful event.

Through the fall months, | was able to visit all
Branches except the Ft. McMurray Branch. It
was nice to meet a number of members and see
the work they are doing to promote genealogy in
their communities.

In November we held a workshop, led by Fred
Vaneldik, for cemetery recording personnel.
Brian Dunlop, the Vice President of Finance,
conducted a session about Branch financial
records and budget processes.

Strategic Plan: A Strategic Plarhas been put
forward by Bill Whitney. There are many
opportunities here to move the Society forward.

Our Board will choose a few on which to
concentrate in 2009.

Policies and Procedures ManualA committee
made up of Jo Nuthack, Sandra Vaneldik and
Laura Turnbull is working to complete a set of
revised Policies and Procedures. Sandra
Vaneldik was asked to replace Margaret Kay
after her untimely death and I've been attending
these meetings as well. Linda Winski has been
an invaluable help with language and formatting.
Hopefully these updated policies and procedures
will make management of our Society and
Branches somewhat easier in the future.

Outreach: Can we develop assistance for the
many small groups who are too small to be
Branches but who enjoy fellowship and
genealogy? We are aware of some, but not all,
throughout Alberta that we should contact. A
proposal on how we can help these groups
flourish needs to be developed. Some of our
own smaller Branches could also be helped in
this process.

Operating Funds: We need to find operating
grant money. Moving from Prince of Wales
Armoury (the roof was about to fall in) has
raised some concern about our long-term
financial solvency. The ability of our Branches
to hold casinos will definitely reduce their need
for financial assistance from AGS, but we still
need a stable financial base.

Membership: We need to look for ways to
increase awareness of the Alberta Genealogical
Society. Someone to chair a Public Relations
Committee is required to give some leadership to
this task. If you have experience or interest in
this area, please volunteer for this position. As
well, our Society has been operating without a
Membership Chair since the resignation of
Lynda Shopka in the summer of 2008. The
Membership Chair works with the membership
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chairpersons from each of the Branches. This is
a very important position that needs to be filled
by someone soon.

The move of the AGS office and library and
Edmonton Branch library reached completion in
the spring. Many thanks to the Edmonton
volunteers for packing up, moving out, setting up
the space, moving in, and unpacking all of our
office and library effects.

The learning curve is levelling out, but | await
new developments every day. The first eight
months have been very interesting and we have
some great people involved in our Society. The
challenge is to give them all the encouragement
possible to carry on and develop our Society to
be of greater service to new comers.

On behalf of the membership | would like to
thank those who volunteer to tend to the week-
to-week affairs of the Society.

Respectfully submitted,
Vic Willoughby

First Vice President

Having been elected to the Society’s executive
at the 2008 Annual Meeting, this year has been
one of slowly learning the duties of th& \ice
President. While my personal participation in

the administration of the provincial affairs of the
Society has, so far, been limited, it has,
however, given me another opportunity to
witness the dedicated and unselfish service
provided by our members and volunteers at both
the branch and provincial level. | pay tribute to
the dedicated workers that have made the
Society what it is today. | express my gratitude
to the provincial committee members and chairs,
particularly those who come under the
assignment of the 1st Vice President. They have
fulfilled their assigned tasks with a dedication
and a professionalism not often seen in all-
volunteer organizations and they have made my
responsibilities a lot lighter.

Alberta Genealogical Soc2908 Annual Report

While | do not intend to minimize the
contributions of any of provincial committees, |
will briefly (their full reports will also be
presented to this meeting) mention the
contributions of some of the areas that perhaps
are more visible and which greatly contribute to
the enhancement of the public image of our
Society: our quarterly printed magazine, our
web presence and our annual conferences.

Relatively Speakingontinues to be produced by
an outstanding committee under the direction of
co-editors Marilyn Hindmarch and Peter
Staveley. It is consistently a quality publication.
The committee’s commitment to continuous
improvement is evidenced by the new feature,
“Quality Quirks”, added during 2008 and
designed to address any significant errors in
each preceding issue. | don’t expect that this
section will ever require much space in the
magazine. Summaries and indexes of the 200§
Relatively Speakingsues are now found on our
website for quick reference. Anyone can now
check the contents of our publication and this
will, no doubt, expand the reach of the material
and histories in the various issues.

New databases were added to our website
during 2008 under the direction of website
manager, Laura Turnbull:

1) Alberta Land Patents - The records in this
collection (Provincial Archives of Alberta
Access 1976.131) are applications for land
patents completed by Alberta homesteaders
in the approximate time frame 1885 to 1897.
Alberta Local History Books - Local history
books relate the history of a community
through stories about the people, businesses
schools, churches, and other organizations
that built and inhabited that community.

In connection with the 2008 Annual General
Meeting, the Lethbridge branch hosted a very
successful Gen-Fair. This conference had been
the brainchild of the late Ken Young, who
passed away in 2008. The plans came into
fruition thanks to the dedicated efforts of the
Lethbridge Branch members under the direction
of the new president Susan Haga. Plans for the
2009 Conference to be held at the Chateau Louig
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are well underway. Sandra Vaneldik and Susan
McKeen co-chair the Conference committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Nestor Martinez, % Vice President

Second Vice President

In April 2007, | was elected by acclamation for a
second 2dyear term as the Alberta Genealogical
Society 2° Vice President. My assigned areas of
responsibility continue to be:

Federation of Family History Societies

Library

Master Surname Databank

Publications

Research Services

Translations
Each of these Committees has its own chair who
reports to me and then | report to the AGS
Board. Their reports for 2008 are contained
within this set of Annual Reports.

Work within the above Committees has been
continuous; however, no new projects within
these areas have been suggested nor have any
projects been started.

The Executive Committee has again held several
meetings over the year, using a teleconferencing
account. This is a much cheaper and more
efficient way to handle the Executive Committee
meetings as it means out-of-town members can
participate without the necessity of traveling.
These meetings set the Agenda for the next full
Board meeting and deal with any other business
matters, which subsequently are brought to the
Board for ratification.

When anyone comes into the AGS/Edmonton
Branch Library, either for business or research,
we ask that they sign in on the sheets provided
by the main door. In calculating the number of
Library sign-ins for 2008, | note the following
totals for both Edmonton Branch and AGS
Libraries—the numbers are impossible to
separate.
2006 4,678 sign-insThis was our last full
year in the Prince of Wales
Armouries. The Branch meetings

were held in the Armouries which
also housed the AGS and Edmonton
Branch Libraries. The Library was
open on the evening of the Branch
meeting.

2,672 sign-insFrom January to June
the Branch meetings were held in the
Armouries with the Library open that
evening. However, the Library
closed in August to enable the
materials to be packed for the move
to our new home. At that time we
moved our Branch meetings to a
different location. We also did not
run theTracing Your Family Tree
course in 2007 which again
contributed to the lower number of
people signing in to the Library
3,626 sign-ins The Library opened

in our new home in January and was
open for the full year. We did offer
Tracing Your Family Treen the

spring and fall which helped to raise
the numbers. However with all of the
Branch meetings held at a different
location, the numbers were still lower
than 2006.

This will be my last Annual Report as my full
term will finish at the Annual General Meeting

in April 2009. Under our By-laws, | can only
hold a position for a maximum of two full two-
year terms. At this time, | wish to thank all of
those who have volunteered on behalf of the
Society, and all who have helped to make my
four years a very enjoyable volunteer experience
Thank you!!

Respectfully submitted,
Susan L. McKeen,”ﬁVice President

Vice President of Finance

It was another busy year. It seems every year ha
some new challenges. This year we were dealing
with an insurance loss in the Fort McMurray
library where they lost the majority of their
books. It was a significant loss to the Branch and
it did bring to light that we were not prepared as
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an association in the valuing of the library assets.
Some of our assumptions on valuing books

turned out not to be an acceptable method for
insurance purposes. We have had several
discussions with the insurance broker as well as
at Board meetings. We are still trying to
determine the best way to value books. At
present all Branches should be in the process of
cataloguing their library assets and assessing
them a value. It is imperative that we get these
branch lists to our insurance broker.

There is also an ongoing challenge of additional
fund raising to cover continually increasing
costs, particularly the rental costs in our new
premises. Some of AGS costs have been reduceq
by the Branches now being able to hold casinos
thereby relieving AGS from having to cover
some of their operating shortfalls during their
operating years.

At our Fall Retreat, one of the presentations was
to the Branch treasurers. We developed a more 4
consistent chart of accounts for recording
accounting information and covered the
procedures expected from branch treasurers.

| would like to thank the finance committee for
their time and effort during the year. Members of
the committee are:

The combined efforts of the

Officers, Board of Directors,

Committee members and voluntee

in all eleven branches of the AGS
realized a total of

31,781.25

volunteer hours recorded and

reported for 2008

Sincere appreciation to all who serve
the society so willingly and selflessly
with their gifts of time, energy,

enthusiasm and expertise.

Bob Atcheson
Marion Rex Grants & Fundraising

Laura Turnbull Casino

Vic Willoughby, Sandra Vaneldik and Maxine
Maxwell.

Treasurer

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Dunlop, Vice President of Finance
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Brooks and District

Our branch had a busy year again this year. This
will be my last report as my two year term is up.

| would like to thank the executive and the
members for their assistance throughout the last
two years.

We have been approved for a casino in co-
operation with the Medicine Hat Branch on the
30" and 3% of October, 2009.

Meetings and Programs

We had our 11 regular executive meetings on the
first Thursday of every month (except July) in
addition to our 8 general meetings on the second
Thursday of the month. We held our regular two

banquets in lieu of June and December meetings.

February: We held our general election for
the year and there were no changes as all the
previous executive let their name stand for the
coming year. The program was a talk by
Carol Anderson on the topic blelp me! I'm

Still Unorganized.

March: Why Did You Become A
Genealogist?Several members read articles
as to why some professional genealogists
became Genealogists and then our members
discussed their reasons for joining genealogy.

April: We had Mabel Rooke share her
experiences about her trip to Ireland. The rest
of the members shared their personal stories
on their antiques, keepsakes, artefacts and/or
pictures that they brought from home.

May: We had a discussion on what we can do
to try and improve our attendance at

meetings, as well as increase our membership.

June: We had our June Social at the Heritage
and Nancy Millar was our guest speaker. She
put on a skit with several of the Branch

members volunteering for the parts, based on

her most recent book “The Unmentionables of
the West”. There were 54 people at the event.
It was a great night and the skit and speech
were enjoyed by everyone.

September: The program consisted of
member’s sharing their summer travels and
new family research experiences since the las
time we met in May.

October: Family Night. The members
brought to the meeting a family group sheet
and then gave a summary of their family
history based on their parents, grandparents,
and siblings along with themselves. It was a
great evening getting to know about each
other and our families.

November: Guest speaker Kathy Ramer gave
a presentation about the history of the former
CPR Engineer’s house located in Evergreen
Park in Brooks. This was one of the houses of
one of the developers of the Brooks and
Eastern Irrigation District. Kathy bought the
house and is restoring it to its original
condition. The house has been designated an
Alberta Heritage Site.

December:We had our Christmas social and
a good time was had by all.

Officers for 2009

Our officers for the 2009 year are:
President Eileen French
Vice President  Vicky Stafford
Secretary Carol Anderson
Treasurer Brian Dunlop
Past President  Brian Dunlop

Thevolunteer hoursfor the year are 1112.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Dunlop, Branch President
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Camrose

2008 Executive
President

Vice president
Secretary
Treasurer
Librarian
Newsletter editor

Fay Carlson
Sherran Dermott
Deb Trout

John Stoddart
Bev Webster

Jack Cunningham

Total volunteer hours for 2008 was 595.

Membership:

The Camrose Branch welcomed two new
members this year, Alora Nelson and Victor
Franson, bringing our total to 20. We are still
receiving some late memberships and hope to
reach 20 again. One member lives in Wasaga
Beach, Ontario, but his roots are at Bittern Lake
near Camrose. It was great to receive an email
from him and a request for any information we
find on his family at Bittern Lake. The active
membership is usually 8-10 people.

Activities:

Our librarian, Bev Webster, has used the laptop
computer that we were given by AGS. Thank
you. He used it for collecting the data on the two
honourees at Founders days in August, Camille
David and Chris Langbell. Next year we want to
have our display at the Camrose Railway
Museum for better exposure. Some of our
volunteer hours were spent assisting the library
with their two book sales of the year.

Our main project has been the recording of the
births, marriages and deaths of the The Camrose
Canadian, since 1915. It is helpful to be able to
use the records on-line and do this on our
computers at home. Hopefully, we will finish the
first 30 years by end of 2010.

The president helped with the casino that AGS
worked in June 2008. Fay and Bev, our
librarian, attended the workshop at Star of North
in November. Two of our members attended a
workshop in Wetaskiwin in October. Our two
members who are members of Mayflower
Society are now both members of Daughters of

American Revolution. This will give me a reason
to visit the headquarters in Washington, D.C.

We have published our newslett€amrose

Roots and Shoqtswice this year. Our members
would like to receive all the other branches
Newsletters by email. Would it be possible to
send one copy to each branch by email? We
enjoy the views and news, but more could enjoy
them if they were sent email.

We were glad to have the AGS president, Vic
Willoughby and his wife, visit us in December at
our meeting and social.

In March, Fay and Sharon Olsen, in Pilgrim
costumes, gave talks about their Mayflower
ancestors, Bradford and Billington. We had 6
guests at that meeting.

We are hoping to recruit some new members by
having a booth at the Community Centre in
September, featuring courses and clubs.

Every month, our group have in turn, shared
stories about some of their most interesting
ancestors, searches and articles. It is fascinating

| have been happy to serve as president this yea
and enjoyed meeting the other directors at
sessions in Edmonton. My executive is very
knowledgeable and dependable so | look forward
to another successful year.

Respectfully submitted,
Fay Carlson, Branch President

Drayton Valley e~

T r

Although we are a small group
we strive to present the
members with topics of
interest to them.

Executive as of February 18, 2008
President Miriam Roberts
Vice/Past president Arlene Hedlund
Secretary &

Bingo Coordinator Blanche Cherrington
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Treasurer &

Assistant Librarian Elaine Fink
Historian Arlene Hedlund
Library/Phone Lynn Matalski
Newsletter Colleen Andersen
Publicity Bev Wright
Volunteer Hours &
Parliamentarian Shelli Carson

Lynn Matalski resigned from her position as
Librarian in October for personal reasons.

Membership:

Membership went down to 19. Six members did
not renew their membership and one left the
area. We did acquire 2 new members. At the
advice of the executive a letter was sent to all
members to asking them to volunteer for
executive positions

Volunteer Hours 612 and 1 hour Technical
Support

Meetings and Programs
January: Miriam Roberts spoke on the
British Census.

February: Election of officers and roundtable
discussion.

March: Arlene Hedlund spoke on the
American Census.

April: Three members attended Genfair in
Lethbridge. Miriam Roberts arranged for a
bus to go to Genfair, but it was cancelled due
to lack of response.

April: Arlene Hedlund and Miriam Roberts
spoke about Genfair.

May 21: Members drew up a profile with a
photograph of their mothers and read it to the

group.

June 18 Members drew up a profile of their
fathers and did the same as with the mothers.
An Ethnic Supper was hosted at the garage of
Miriam Roberts and members brought a dish
from their country of origin and members

were encouraged to submit recipes for the
food they brought to publish in the Past
Finder.

July and August: We had informal
gatherings to encourage prospective new
members to attend. We also extracted
obituaries from the Western Review.

September:Members were encouraged to
submit the countries they are researching for
ancestors and we went to our library to
research books relevant to those countries.

October: A roundtable discussion was held to
replace the speakers who cancelled at the last
minute.

November: Vic Willoughby, President of
AGS, attended our meeting. Alf Armstrong
WW11 veteran was interviewed about his
experience in the war.

December:We had a social evening at a local
restaurant.

Projects:

We worked together with the Library of the

Town of Drayton Valley to obtain a microfilm
reader. The equipment was installed along with a
printer at the Library. The donation of $1500 we
gave to the Library was returned because a gran
was received to cover the cost of the equipment.
Members have been using the equipment and
there is no charge to them to bring in microfilms.

We are still in the process of working on an
agreement between Frank Newberry and our
branch for obtaining veterans stories from The
Royal Canadian Wall Of Honour. A consent
form has been drawn up for the families of the
veterans to sign. Questions to ask the veterans
have also been agreed on.

Births Marriages and Deaths are being extracted
from The Western Review.
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Promotion:

We placed posters in public places promoting
our Branch, and we did receive one enquiry.
We continue to write articles for publication in
The Western Review on topics of genealogical
interest and receive positive feedback on the
articles.

On September 24, members attended the Farmers

Market to promote our Branch as well as to sell
our bookThe Index of Births Marriages and
Deaths of Drayton Valley and Surrounding Area
in Alberta.A table was also set up at the
Oilwives mini trade fair.

Library:

Newsletters have been received from other AGS
branches.

Books and CDS include:

Memoirs of a Lifetiméy Margaret Anderson.
Genealogy Fast Fun Free Canalbg Mary
Sullens McEwan.

Genealogy Fast Fun Free Uy Mary Sullens
Mc Ewan.

From Sailing Ships to Spitfirdsy Shirley
Walker.

Index of Births Marriages and Deaths of
Drayton Valley and Surrounding Aremmpiled
by Drayton Valley Branch AGS.

Quarter Sessions Records for Family Historians
compiled by Jeremy Gibson.

Understanding the History & Records of
Nonconformityby Patrick Palgrave Moore..
Raiment’s Notes on Recording Monumemtal
Inscriptionsrevised by Penelope Pattinson.
Probate Jurisdictions: Where to Look for Wills
compiled by Jeremy Gibson.

Top Genealogy Websiteempiled by Mary
Tollestrop.

Basic Internet and Using The Internet as a
Research Tookcompiled by Mary Tollestrup.
The History of Breton The Ladder of Time,
South Pool Long Agby Rosalind Page.
Hampshire Registetsy W.A.Fearon, D.D.J.F
Williams M.A..

Never Marry An Englishmaby Rob Milson.
101 Genealogy Research Tipsblished by
Discovering Family History.

CD Date Your Ancestotsy Joyce Mogg.

We purchased an overhead projector and a
member donated a screen. A microfilm reader
and microfiche printer were donated by Fort
McLeod Family History Centre and a cloth cover
was made for the microfilm reader by Elaine
Fink.

Fundraising:

Members of our Branch volunteer at the Royal
Canadian Legion Bingos and a donation has
been received in lieu of volunteering. We have
sold some of our books of Indexes.

Newsletter.

Colleen Andersen continues to publish Faest
Finder and members contribute articles to it.
Newsletters are published in February, May,
August, and November.

| would like to thank the executive and
volunteers for all of their hard work in 2008.

Respectfully submitted,
Miriam Roberts, Branch President

EDMONTON BRANCH

Executive, Standing Committees and SIGS:
The Edmonton Branch held regular meetings on
the 4" Thursday of each month (except July,
August and December).The executive and
committee chairs were:

Executive
President
Vice President

Les Campbell
Walter Meyer
appointed June 2008
Marion Rex
Mellisa Rose
retired Oct. 2008
Barbara Blackley
appointed November 2008
Susan McKeen
Claudine Nelson
Stewart Boyd
Adele Goa

Past President
Secretary

Treasurer

Library Director
Membership Director
Publication Director

Standing Committee Chairs
Archivist/Historian Jeneane Roberts
Genealogical Courses Marilyn Astle
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Genealogical Research
Program

Norma Wolowyk
Margaret
Bendickson
Ellen Thompson
Vacant
Fred Vaneldik
(non-voting)
Corresponding Secretary Pat Hewitt
(non-voting)

Publicity
Recording & Indexing
Electronics Resources

Special Interest Groups

Special Interest groups meet in the Library at
#162, 14315 - 118 Avenue, Edmonton, AB,
starting at 7:30 PM. All are welcome.

Canadian and USA — Contact: Melva
Robbins. Monthly meetings on th& 3
Wednesday.

Compugene — Contact: Richard McNeill.
Bi-monthly meetings on'8Thursday
starting in September.

England & Wales — Contact: Lynne Tedder.

Meetings are on the’'Trhursday of the
month.

German — Contact: Jo Nuthack. Meetings
are bi-monthly on the®1Wednesday of the
month, starting in October.

Irish SIG Workshop - Will be announced in
Clandigger, and on the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List.

Scotland — Contact: Stewart Boyd & Les
Campbell. Meetings are bi-monthly,
starting on the tMonday in October, then
on the 39 Monday of subsequent months.
Ukrainian — Contacts: Peter Skitsko and
Joan Margel. Meetings are bi-monthly on
the ' Wednesday of the month, starting in
September.

Mac Reunion the family tree software for
Macintosh — Contact: Terry Gregory.
Meetings are held bi-monthly on the first
Monday of the month, beginning in
November.

Volunteer Hours

lvy Trumpour reported that the Edmonton
Branch ended 2008 with 16,128 @& unteer
hours as compared to 14,685 in 2007. The
accumulated hours are the result of answering

research questions, giving genealogy lectures,
serving on the executive, standing & ad-hoc
committees, Special Interest Groups,
volunteering in the library, recording
transcriptions, visiting cemeteries and more.

Branch Activities

The highlight of 2008 was the Edmonton Branch
research trip to London, England in September.
The trip consisted of twenty-five passionate
genealogists who spent ten days pursuing elusivg
births, marriages, deaths, military records, wills,
probate, death duty records and newspapers. It
was reported ifRelatively Speakingol. 36 No.4
November 2008. They were treated well and
found good information at the Society of
Genealogists, the London Guildhall Library and
the Metropolitan Archives.

Executive Reports
President
My two-year term as President has come to a
close. The last two years have seen its challengegs
with the move from the Armouries to the present
location and the abrupt loss of our website
provider during the first few weeks of my
presidency. Despite these tumultuous times we
continued to maintain the strength of our Society
which lies within the Executive and its members.
This annual report is a testimony to the resolve
of these individuals to grow the Society despite
the odds and promote our passion for genealogy

| thank you for the opportunity to serve as
Edmonton Branch President and look forward to
serving as the Past President.

Vice President

Walter Meyer was appointed Vice President in
June 2008. Walter has been in this position sincg
June 2008 and has attended the monthly
executive and general meetings and participated
in the Policy & Procedure review. Walter has
participated as committee member and was one
of the presenters for thigracing Your Family
Treecourse. Walter chaired one monthly and
general meeting in my absence.
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Past President

Marion Rex served as Past President for two
years and her term has come to a close. | wish to
thank Marion for counsel and sage advice during
the past two years.

Secretary

| wish to thank Mellisa Rose for her time as
secretary. Following the retirement of Mellisa,
Barbara Blackleg was appointed to the position
of Secretary by the Executive on 13 November
2008 at the meeting of the Executive.

Library

A team of 38 volunteers kept the library open
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and the third
Saturday of each month from 10:00 am until

3:00 pm. Patrons have access to the library’s
four computers for Internet access, access to the
library’s research CD’s, and access to the AGS
Master Name database.

Throughout 2008 there have been some changes;

namely, the purchase of computer chairs, four
computer desks, three side tables for the printers
(one printer is shared by two computers); four
new computer flat screen monitors; and the
purchase of magazine clear covers in which to
put the latest periodicals - the latest edition is not
to be borrowed but used in the library. Bulletin
boards were installed for posting of information,
such as genealogical related posters, newspaper
announcements etc.

Membership

At the end of 2008 the Edmonton Branch had
527 memberships, 36 of which were new. As of
January 2009, we now have 410 memberships
including 25 new members. We look forward to
a growth in these numbers in the coming months.

Publications

Adele Goa coordinates CLANDIGGERe
newsletter of Edmonton Branch AGS which is
available digitally through on-line subscription,
in print at the general meetings and in the
Edmonton Branch AGS Library. Back issues of
CLANDIGGER are available in the Edmonton
Branch AGS Library.
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The nine issues of CLANDIGGER published in
2008 have featured Program Reports, Reports
from the Executive, reports on correspondence
sent on behalf of Edmonton Branch, information
regarding Special Interest Groups reports
concerning on-going projects, Library
information including new editions to the
Library and other articles of genealogical
interest.

Subscribers to the Edmonton Branch Mailing
List receive their CLANDIGGER via email and
receive the other articles posted to the Mailing
List. The Edmonton Branch Mailing List is an
excellent conduit of genealogical information.
Posting articles on the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List ensures the timely delivery of
information and announcements to all the
subscribers. Articles for the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List may be posted to the List any time.

All members subscribed to the CLANDIGGER /

Edmonton Branch Mailing List in 2008 received

9 issues of CLANDIGGER and the 77 articles of
genealogical interest that were posted.

As of 31 December 2008, there were 520 people
subscribed to CLANDIGGER / Edmonton
Branch Mailing List.

Standing Committees

Archivist/Historian

Jeneane Roberts continues to keep a complete,
up-to-date and accurate history of the Edmonton
Branch events.

Genealogical Courses

Under the direction of Marilyn Astle thEracing
Your Family TreéTYFT) course was offered in
a new format. Instead of offering10 weekly
evening sessions as in years past, the course wag
condensed to 3 Saturday workshops of about 5
hours each less a short lunch break. TYFT was
offered in Spring and Fall 2008.

Attendance for Spring workshops was:
Course 1: 25, Course 2: 24, Course 3: 20.
Attendance for Fall workshops was:
Course 1: 10, Course 2: 13, Course 3: 12.

20




Running TYFT appears to have a positive effect
on membership numbers. A number of people
joined AGS Edmonton Branch at the time they
signed up for the course to get the members rate
for the course. Participant feedback has been
very positive and TYFT will be offered again in
Spring 2009 and Fall 2009.

Genealogical Research

Under the direction of Norma Wolowyk a team
of 14 enthusiastic volunteers replied to 355
branch queries and382 AGS queries making a
total of 737 queries handled by the Committee in
2008.

Most of the queries related to specific families,
with the others generally relating to Society
membership, how to obtain vital statistics
certificates, recommended genealogical software,
cemetery information, how to research, etc.
Using the online AGS Homestead Database we
were able to assist families applying for the
Alberta Century Farm and Ranch Award and the
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village Centenary
Pioneer Recognition Award by providing copies
of census and homestead records.

Each week committee members selected queries
they were interested in responding to, did
research in the AGS library and at other local
institutions, and responded by e-mail from their
own home or by mailing correspondence. A
guery database was compiled of surnames
researched, submitter’'s name, locality of inquiry,
type of query (e-mail, phone, letter, fax) and the
ID number assigned to each query. Sheila
Majeau maintained this query database on
computer and kept it up-to-date.

Programs

Margaret Bendickson organized programs for the
branch general meetings. The following topics
were presented and were well attended.

January - “We All Have a Story to Tellby
Margaret Bendickson.

February - “Finding the Meaning in the
Details of a Photd by Florence McKie.

“I Went to Summer Camp with the Toronto
Branch OGS”by Cheryl Stuart.

March - “Martha’s World — A Stuart Home”
based on a 17 century English wilby Terry
Gregory.

“Grosse Isle — Quarantine Station for the Port
of Quebec from 1832-193By Sharon Dyer.

April -*“Your Caring Today Ensures History is
in Place for Tomorrow’s Researcherby Bud
Squair

May - Internet genealogy. Exploring three
databases: NARA's Footnote, Newspaper
Archives and the British by Lyn Meehan.

June -“Adoption Related Searchingby
Shannon Cherkowski.

September - ‘Drug Dealers and Murder 18
Century Style’by Rob Milson.

October - Dr. Colin R. Chapman of
Gloucestershire, England. Dr. Chapman is the
author of 14 books on genealogy as well as the
originator of the Chapman County Code for the
British Isles counties.

November -"The Acquisition of the AGS Coat
of Arms."by Larry Clark.

January 2009 “TheBoy Scouts and My
Filmer Family’ by Gloria Cathcart.

Publicity

Ellen Thompson has sent notices publicizing the
Tracing Your Family Treeourses and monthly
meetings to Archives, the Family History Centre,
libraries, community newspapers, Internet, radio
and various societies.

Corresponding Secretary

Pat Hewitt sen81 get well, sympathy,
anniversary, birthday, thinking of you and
various congratulatory cards to Edmonton
Branch members

Recording & Indexing (position vacant
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Electronic Resources

Fred Vaneldik and volunteers have done a great
job in maintaining the computers, computer
network and electronic resources.

Webmaster

This position is being filled by Les Campbell.
The website is an extension of the Edmonton
Branch. The webmaster has the principal
responsibility for maintaining the Edmonton
Branch website on the World Wide Web and
updating some or all of the web pages. The
webmaster liaisons with the Executive members
as to content requirements.

The Webmaster will be the contact person for the
web host. The website provider is David
Peterson from Open Concept Internet, Inc.
3320A Parsons Road, Edmonton.

Website Statistics - on the average per month,
the Edmonton Branch receives:
Hits per day: 7,327
Busiest days: Friday & Saturday
Busiest hours: 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.
Most widely accessed pages: 1901 Census &
Queries

In Memoriam

Edmonton Branch gave a last farewell to seven
of its members: Floyd McNey, Charles Cripps,
John Elliott, Alex Latta, Bob Morrison, Joe
Saumer and Mary Bell.

Respectfully submitted,
Les Campbell, Edmonton Branch President

Fort McMurray

2008 can easily be described ‘annus horribilis’.
Although we had a casino in March, which
strengthened our bank account, the flood in
February and its attendant work far over-
shadowed it.

Membership:
We acquired 1 new member bringing our total to
nine: BUT, we have a new full basic executive:

Jock Howard
Laverne Cormier
Tammy Grantham
Cathy Marriott
Tammy Grantham
Sheila Hale

President

Vice President
Past President
Treasurer
Secretary
Librarian

Volunteer Hours and Meetings

Our volunteer hours totalled 565 hours for all
activities. The only meetings we were able to
have revolved around dealing with the flood
damage or trying to find other premises.

Our Premises and Future Challenges:

Our premises are in the basement of one of
McMurray’s older buildings and we have
moisture challenges. A dehumidifier is
controlling these, but this is only a band-aid
solution. The owner is aware of the issue, but
despite his “best” efforts the problem continues.
The real solution is a new location, but this will
require much thought and co-operation from
others to accomplish. One potential solution is
to partner with Heritage Park, the local museum.
Their board are generally in favour, but they
have their own issues to overcome before we ca
team up. We have our fingers crossed.

We have a healthy bank balance (~$62,000) and
are able to operate smoothly. We plan to apply
for a grant to replace our microfiche reader.

Our biggest challenge is our catalogue. We lost
about 28% of our books, and 39% of our
periodicals. We will try to replace as much as
we can. In the meantime, we must review our
entire catalogue to add values to the existing
books for insurance purposes. We, along with
the rest of the Branches, discovered that the
previous method of valuation ($/ft) was never
accepted by the insurance company. We are alsj
running up against a deadline to submit our
claim, but are working with the insurance agent
to extend it.

We all have our fingers crossed that 2009 will be
a better year.

Respectfully submitted,
Jock Howard, Branch President
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Membership

Our membership increased
slightly from 43 in 2007 to
47 in 2008

Volunteer Hours

The total number of volunteer hours reported for
our branch in 2008 wak218,which is an

increase of 355 hours over 2007.

2008 Executive
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Past President

Judith Bradley
Lynda Shopka
Al Meyer

V. Galil Prette
Maxine Maxwell

*Lynda Shopka resigned in September when she
moved away from Grande Prairie.

Monthly Programs
January: Historical Aerial Photography
presented by Al Meyer.

February: Annual Ethnic Pot Luck Supper
held in conjunction with our annual meeting.
This 30 year celebration was attended by
Sandra Vaneldik, outgoing AGS president,
and a small delegation from AGS. Our
Margaret Kay Genealogy Scholarship was
announced at this time.

March: Study Groups and Genealogg
lesson on old handwriting.

April: “What's New At Our Local FHC".

May:_Members Helping Members — Vital
Stats.

June: Ancestors In The Attioy Rob Milson
of Edmonton.

September:What You Did Last Summea®d
a talk by Vic Willoughby, our AGS President

October: Finishing Them Off what is
available in addition to the usual death
records.

November: What's For You at the Archives?
presented by archivist Mary Nutting, SPRA.

December:An informal Christmas gathering
was held when members drop in for a taste of
Christmas Baking and collect their Heritage
Seekers.

Library

Our major purchase was the complete set of the
surrogate court indexes of Ontario which allows
patrons to find out about access to their ancestor
wills in Ontario. Our major focus was de-
cluttering newsletters and extra materials in
preparation for the move to the new public
library sometime in the spring of 2009. Our
library collection is housed within the Grande
Prairie Public Library and this library will be
moving to a brand new facility. We are very
excited about the new space.

Heritage Seekers

We were very proud to receive the Kenneth
Young Award for Best Local Content. We
publish HS four times per year, March, June,
September and December. Our publication has
some articles that are published in each issue
(columns) as well as one or more articles that arg
written by members about their own research —
“how they did it” lesson that others may apply in
their research. Each issue is 12 pages in length.

Website
Our website received a major revision this year.
The website was also moved to:
http://gp.abgensoc.ca/
In the six months from July to December 2008,
our Webmaster reported a significant amount of
traffic on the website. Monthly statistics show
that overall traffic was actually higher for the
Grande Prairie Branch website from October to
December than the overall traffic on the AGS
website. We are receiving between 115 and 161
visitors per day to the website. Obituary indexes
for the Grande Prairie Daily Herald-Tribune
from 1965 to 2007, Peace River Record-Gazette
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from 1914 to 2007, and various other Peace area
newspapers from 1992 to 2007 are available to
search on the website. Indexes for 2008 will be
available soon. Back issues of Heritage Seekers,
our quarterly publication, are also available from
1997 to 2005. Issues for 2006 and 2007 will be
available soon.

Other Activities

Five members travelled to Lethbridge, Alberta
for Genfair 2008 and the annual general meeting
of AGS in April. We had a display table at the
GP Highland Games in June. We also made a
genealogical binder of Rev. Alexander and Mrs.
Agnes Forbes for Clan of the Day of the
Highland Games (the Forbes’ are well known
from Grande Prairie’s past). We hosted a table
at Community Connections Event held in
September. (This is an event where many groups
and organizations advertise their group and
solicit members.) In October we partnered with
the Museum for The Lantern Tours. We feel this
exposure is good for genealogy and our Society.
We also gave a talk at a symposium in Grande
Prairie outlining our society and our branch.
Various museums, archives, historical societies

and others of the Peace region were present. The

purpose was to share what we are doing with
like-minded groups. We began to have articles
published in local newspapers and on a local
news website telling about genealogy and our
Society. Our annual Christmas Message to the
general public was published in Grande Prairie’s
daily newspaper, the Herald Tribune.

Special Projects

We are indexing obituaries from various Peace
area publications and putting the index on our
website. Binders with the obituaries clipped
from the newspapers are included with our
library holdings. The Peace Area obituary
project is now available in an on-line searchable

database from 1992-2007. The 2008 newspapers

that are available have all been picked up and the
clipping has been done to December 15. When
the Peace Library System has the rest of the
December papers available they will be picked

up and clipped. Our cemetery people are eagerly
waiting for spring when they can once again visit
local cemeteries to index them.

Researchers

In 2008, we received 14 queries. From that
amount, we received only $10.00 from one lady
who was very thrilled at getting an obituary we
were able to find on microfilm for her.

Genies

“Genies” is held on Wednesday evenings at the
Grande Prairie Public Library from 7:00 - 9:00
p.m., except during summer holidays July -
Sept., the month of December or if it's =25 C. If
there is a special request for a Genie during the
holidays, we will go in. Genies assist public
library patrons with their research. Often people
who visit with us on Genie night become a
member of our society.

Total Genie hours = 88 Total visitors = 55

Casino

We are presently at the stage of sending our
Casino Application in and hope to work a casino
in the next 30 months. Presently, Peace River
has declined to be included and so we are
making application to hold a casino on our own.

Scholarship

In February we announced that we were setting
up a scholarship program to be named for
Margaret Kay, who was always most generous
with her time and knowledge. Details of our
scholarship can be found on our website.

In Memoriam

The loss of member Kenneth Young in January
2008 and Margaret Kay in April 2008 saddened
members of the Grande Prairie and District
Branch. Both members are greatly missed by
their genealogy friends.

Respectfully submitted,
Judith Bradley, Branch President
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Lethbridge & District March:

Speaker: Mark Orenstein of deJourdan’s
Photographics

Topic: Preserving Photographs Old & New.
Mark recommended using acid-free and
archival quality paper and photo albums.

2008 has been a very busy and interesting year
for the Lethbridge Branch. Omembershiphas
remained constant at approximately 40 members.
Our volunteer hours for the year were 4262.
Our GenFair hours are included in that figure

with a total of 1540 hours. April 12: GenFair 2008

2008 Projects

- GenFair
St. Patrick’s indexing and updating
Mountainview, Lethbridge updating
Collecting vital information from various
area newspapers on microfilm.
Collecting cemetery names from our
Lethbridge Herald indexers
Indexing Ken Young'’s cards “Strays
Project”
Library inventory

Purchases

AFHS Cemetery CD’s ($215.00) for Vols.
[I-X (We have Vol. I)

Purchased copies of the Vulcan Cemetery
Book, Brant Catholic Cemetery and
Frankburg Mormon Pioneer Cemetery
Digital Projector

Monthly Meetings and Programs:

January

Speaker: Anne Baines

Topic: Tips for Using Ancestry.com — How to
get the most out of your search.

Anne reviewed the various tabs and how one
might use them. She also described and
illustrated how to print images from
Irfanview, a free program from
http://www.irfanview.com

February:

Branch Annual General Meeting and
Election of New Officers for 2008
President (Acting) Susan Haga
Vice President Doug Mcleod
Treasurer Pat Barry
Secretary (Acting) Phyllis Burnett

May 6, 7 & 9

Historic Lethbridge — Open House
Displays: Henning Muendel, Pat & Carol
Barry

May 15
Speaker: Susan Haga
Topic: Historic Timelines

June 21
Garage Sale — Held at Pat & Carol Barry
Raised $1300.00

September:

‘Welcome Back’ Social

Speakers: Phyllis Burnett dtfistory of
Lethbridge Branch AGEleanor McMurchy
on Collections Canada Norma Bosman on
Passenger Lists on Ancestry.com.

October:
Speaker: Rod McLeod, Metis Association
Topic: Metis Genealogy

November:

International Dinner — Held at Marion
Fleming’'s Condo Banquet Room

Dinner held from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Genealogy Display & Discussion for Condo
Group from 8:00-9:30 p.m.

Our executive for 2008 was:

President (Acting) Susan Haga (Feb-Dec)
Past President Eleanor McMurchy
Vice President Doug McLeod
Treasurer Pat Barry

Secretary (Acting) Phyllis Burnett

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Haga, President, Lethbridge & District
Branch
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Medicine Hat & our librarian, Fern Muirhead, newsletter editor, Brb
. Dewald, membership chair, Teresa Parasynchukfand
; \ i District lunch committee, Merv and Barb Hamblin.

§ "y The following members of the Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)
Executive were elected at our We now have three SIG groups: Ontario, Germarfs
February Annual Meeting: from Russia, and Computer Assistance.

President Madeline Fischer Special Thanks:

Past President Betty Padfield Special thanks to the families Bérdinand Schwab

Vice President Melvin Bender andJohn Elliott for monetary and book donations

Treasurer Kathy Gleisner John, a MH Branch member, passed away on Jufje 4.

Secretary Marlene Smith Murray Kroft of TRS Office Productsdonated a
needed photocopidrelen Youngdonated proceedg

Meetings and Activities: from her sale of Christmas decorations.

Shortened monthly meetings were started at 7:00 p.m.

to give more time for programming and discussion. Volunteer Hours:

A variety of programs on genealogical research, = Members’ volunteer hours keep our Branch healtfpy.

recording family history, Carlstadt, and In 2008, we had 932 volunteer houffianks to the

FamilySearch.org were presented by Madeline many members who have given their time, effort,jand

Fischer, Earl Morris, Grace Roth, and Deb Phillips. donations.

In April, many members enjoyed the Lethbridge Membership:
Genfair and in May we held a garage sale. Branch Our Branch membership numbered 47 with one
displays were set up for Canada Day and Heritage Branch life member, Ruby Engler.
Day.

Respectfully submitted,
Our September meeting started ouf 20niversary  Mel Bender, Acting President
celebrations with AGS President Vic Willoughby and
his wife Joyce in attendance. After the President’s Peace River & District
congratulatory remarks, a few members spoke on o'
Branch history and long-term members, followed by
Kathy Gleisner’s decorated cake. \

On November 6, our president, Madeline Fischer, = " = = Echoes of the Past”
resigned for personal reasons. The VP took over the
president’s duties.

Peace River Executive 2008
President Dianne Rabchak
Secretary/Treasurer Denise Fortier

Thanks to Kathy and Betty for organizing our
December delicious potluck and social.

Projects:

We continue work on our resources to help
researchers. These include our obituary project and
obituary collection. Thanks to members Helene
Paquin, Eileen Stahl, Clarence Janke, Earl Morris,
Uwe Krickhahn, John Rocheleau, and Wish Walters
for their continued work on these areas plus their
efforts on queries, computer setup, our website,
fundraising, and the future 2009 casino. Thanks to

Meetings:

January: Our group did meet in January for a
short business meeting. Both the Secretary
Treasurer and President’s position remained the
same by acclamation.

February: Meeting cancelled
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March: Regular meeting.

April:  Our meeting included members from the
Alexander Mackenzie Historical Society.

May: This meeting was business as usual with a
craft time where Denise Fortier taught us how to
make an accordion style “brag book” that holds a
dozen photographs. All had a great time!

June: Meeting cancelled due to low attendance.

September:We resumed in September with our
AGS President attending our meeting at the
Library. We were short of members for a
meeting but did have a great social time with Vic
Willoughby and learned that all other AGS
branches are suffering the same shortage of
members and attendance. He also appreciated
our distance from Edmonton and difficulties in
attending AGS meetings and affairs. He
requested a proposal from all branches for ideas
for direction of the AGS as a whole.

October: Cindy Tosh and | spent an hour at the
Library attempting to solve various brick walls
and a few of our own.

November: We had a regular meeting with
selection of officers and another session of tips
and web sites from the magazinBsscovering
Family History and the Family Chronicle

December No meeting because of the holidays.
| would like to take this opportunity to thank all
of you for your interest and enthusiasm in our
shared passion. As a founding member of the
Peace River and District Genealogy Society, this
group has always been “special’ to me, even
before 2000 when we officially became a Society
and part of AGS. | will be moving within the

year and will miss you all! But, Lethbridge does
have a genealogy group and a great FHC at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, so
come on down and call me!

Respectfully submitted,
Dianne Rabchak, President 2008

Red Deer & District

The year 2008 was another busy and successful
year for the Red Deer Branch. | wish to thank all
the members and the executive, committee
volunteers, and members who gave of their time
and knowledge to make the Red Deer Branch a
great place to be. We are grateful to members
and guests who made presentations this year.

Membership:
Our membership reached 76 in 2008.

Volunteer Hours:
We accumulated 1137 hours of volunteer work.

Monthly Programs
January: Finding your Black Sheep
Ancestorspresented by Mary Joan Cornett

February: Annual meeting, election of
officers and appointment of committee
members. The AGM was followed by a social
time.

March: One Room Country Schopls
presented by Bill Baergen

April: Throw some stuff against the
proverbial brick wall ... some of it is bound
to stick — a strategy for finding living
relatives presented by Jim Coutts

May: A Trip to the Homeland of my German-
Russian Ancestorpresented by Diane Lewis.

June: A well-attended and very successful
social activity was held at Janet and Bob
Coatham’s home.

September:Getting Started and Re-started
on your Genealogypresented by Deanna
Bullock. We also had presentations on using
the branch library and computer.

October: Colin Chapman from England gave
a very informative and motivating report on
doing British Research
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November: A group sharing session of

treasures of ancestors, and recent genealogical

research experiences.

On going projects:
Indexing of Births, Marriages and Deaths from
local papers.

Indexing the Meeres’ papers and notes (donated

by local historian).
Three members volunteer at local LDS Family
History Centre.

2008 Executive
President: Peter Darby
Vice President: Diane Lehr
Secretary: Bev Flinn
Treasurer: Sonya Miller
Membership Secretary:  Betty Barnhill
Cemetery Coordinator:  Larry Johnstone
Publicity: Ruth Greig
Librarian: Janet Coatham
Computer and Research Requests:

Mary Joan Cornett
Past President: Joanne Allen
Editor of “Tree Climber’Newsletter

Jim Coultts
Program coordinators: Peter Darby, Diane

Lehr, and Mary Joan Cornett

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Darby, Branch President

Wetaskiwin

This has been a year of change for us as we
changed our premises and our executive. We
would like to express our appreciation to all
those who have accepted any responsibility
within our Branch. We look forward to the ever-
increasing resources available to us in finding
our ancestors and recording their histories.

At the end of 2008, we had 38 members in our

Branch. The executive and committee heads are:

Past President Alice Hoyle
President Claudia Malloch
Vice-President Donald Brosius
Secretary Anne Wildcat
Treasurer Ken Campbell

Newsletter Editor Alice Hoyle
Library Alice Hoyle
Historians Rosella Plaquin &
Donna Garvey
Bingo Chairman Syl Gavareau

Monthly Meetings/Presentations:

Our goal to promote learning and widen the
range of genealogical opportunities for our
members was enhanced by the following
presentations:

January: Our presentation in January
centered on the National Archives of Canada,
specifically the website collectionscanada.ca.

Alice advised the members of the ins and out
of this site, and pointed out the various ways
in which we could use the collections Canada
site for our research.

Some of the searchable databases are: ships’
lists, immigration, military records, census
records, etc.

Although the site tends to be rather difficult to
use, there are many very useful databases tha
we can use.

For this reason, we can all benefit from taking
the time to conquer this site!

February: Claudia was the presenter in
February: an in-depth study of the
familysearch.org website. In addition to the
areas we commonly use (Search, Library
Catalogue, etc.) Claudia showed us many
interesting, less-used research areas on this
site. Most of us didn’t realize there were so
many ways to use the familysearch.org
website!

Thanks, Claudia, for encouraging us to
expand our research possibilities by using
some of the lesser-used options on this site.
Claudia also mentioned that the Family
History Center has some new databases, only
accessible by visiting the FHC — one of the
databases is GenLines, the Swedish research
database.

March: Our presenter for the March meeting
was Bob Maynard, one of our newer
members. We were thrilled to hear the story
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of his ancestors, and how he and his brother
(who still lives in England) collaborate to find
the vital records relating to their ancestors.

Bob’s presentation was very personal: he
related stories from his childhood, and told
how his mother had saved numerous bits of
memorabilia. Bob generously showed us
documents, diaries, letters, etc. — many dating
back to the early 1800’s. Bob’s maternal
family tree is very impressive, dating back
several hundred years. We were all in awe,
wishing we were able to locate half the
documentation that he has, about our own
families!

Thanks, Bob, for sharing your family’s story,
including the story about your emigration

from England to Canada, your family’s return
to England, and then your individual return to
Canada. It was a very interesting presentation
— it also made us think about how important it
is to record things in journals, diaries, etc.
Your mother’s letters and diaries are a lasting
memory of her life.

April: Donna Garvey displayed the latest
from Creative Memories. She set up an
extensive display and explained what was
new, what was coming up in the near future,
and also advised us about preserving our
photographs, documents and memories.
Donna treated us with scrap booking stickers,
and showed us many ideas on how to best
display our treasured memories.

May: Alice Hoyle, who knows our library
inside out, as a cataloguer and organizer of its
materials, brought out several books and other
materials. Some of the items highlighted

were: AGS and Edmonton Branch Library
Holdings catalogues, Newsletters from other
genealogical societies, GRD and other books
on specific research, local history and family
history, syllabus binders from past genealogy
conferences, maps and assorted books.

June: Our June meeting has traditionally

been a time when we have an informal
meeting and wind down our meeting schedule
until the fall. Branch members brought snacks
and refreshments, and we spent time

reviewing everyone’s “ups and downs” in
genealogy research from the past year. It was
truly an interesting meeting, with members
sharing stories of their lost relatives who
appear to have disappeared between census
years; of relatives found by way of hiring a
researcher overseas; of new-found ancestors
in the form of a birth mother; and many more
touching and inspiring stories. This was our
first meeting at our new location in the City of
Wetaskiwin Archives.

September:Sharon Aney and Alice Hoyle

did a very helpful presentation centered
around a questionnaire asking members wher
and what era they were researching, what
their expectations of membership in the
Society were and what programming
members would like to see presented at our
meetings. They responded to several member
concerns including information on how to
determine which computer program to use,
writing family history, researching in

Scotland, Galicia and Ireland and preserving
documents. There was a good deal of input
from the members. Many people got a lot of
help. Thank you Sharon and Alice for a great
presentation.

October: Donna Garvey and Claudia Malloch
did a presentation on possible family history
oriented Christmas gifts. There were
examples of many items including magazines,
books on writing your personal history, scrap
booking information, photo books and
calendars, photo quilts, photographers, and
many others. Shelly Howey spoke about
making photo family calendars and Alice
explained the finer points of making a family
quilt. This was a good start for the upcoming
season.

November: Wetaskiwin club members
volunteer their time at the Wetaskiwin FHC,
at the Heritage Museum (the location of our
meetings and our resource centre), at the loca
United Church Archives, as well as
voluntarily assisting with research when
requested to do so by the public.

Volunteer Hours: The number of volunteer
hours recorded in 2008 equal$30!
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Fundraising: Our major fundraiser is Bingo.
Peace Hills Bingo Association, where we are
located, has gone to ‘non-smoking’ (as per
Provincial regulations). Attendance, which had
dropped considerably, has begun to increase
again. We will make every effort to change the
date of our bingo this year so that it is in a more
lucrative position.

Genealogy Workshop, October 2008:

We held a one-day workshop at Norquest
College. Courses targeted newer members as
well as those with a lot more experience. We had
presentations on beginning your family history,
using archives and using the Internet for
research.

Newsletter: Claudia Malloch continued to
publish our newsletter in 2008 but was replaced
in September, when she became President, by
Alice Hoyle, who did a wonderful job on her
first edition. We look forward to the three copies
from her this year and are very appreciative of
her hard work.

AGS Retreat: Our President, Treasurer and
Cemetery representative attended and felt this
was a very worthwhile retreat. It was especially
useful to learn more about the cemetery
recording work.

Concerns:Financial restrictions, and difficulty
filling executive positions and committees
continue to be a challenge. However, many

members have stepped forward this year to take
responsibilities for committees. It has made a
great difference.

Kudos:
To those members who have contributed
to the well being of our Branch by
assisting in various ways throughout the
year — and there are many.
To the Wetaskiwin and District Museum
and the Wetaskiwin Archives who have
been such welcoming venues for our
meetings.

We look forward to a successful 2009 with ever
increasing resources available for research.
Sharing the resources we use is one of the
strengths of our Society.

Respectfully submitted,
Claudia Malloch, President
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Archivist

In the Fall of 2008, | volunteered to take on the
duties and responsibilities of the Society
Archivist. Having served the Society in the past
in this capacity, | was aware of the scope of this
position; however | did not wish to take on the
responsibilities that go along with being the
Historian as well. When | was told that the
position,Archivist/Historian,could be separated
into two positions, | was quite willing to begin to
acquaint myself with the work accomplished by
the two subsequent Archivists.

To date | have:
Met with Vic Willoughby, President;
Maxine Maxwell, Secretary; Sandra
Vaneldik, Past President and Linda
Winski, Office Coordinator.
Reviewed the accession made to the
Provincial Archives by Patricia Acton.
Read the reports submitted by Patricia
Acton and Roger Nickerson.
Reviewed the “Records Management”
material presented in a workshop to the
Branch Secretaries by Roger Nickerson
as well as the “Records Disposition”
form that he developed.
Met with the Provincial Archivist Scott
Goodine who is responsible for the
acquisition and management of private
collections in regard to the materials
submitted to the Archives by Roger
Nickerson.
Submitted suggestions for the Position
Descriptions of both Archivist and
Historian for the Operations Manual.
Spoken with Melva Robbins who
presently has the Society Albums as well
as the material to be included.
Set up a collection file box and placed
within the information-on-hand in the
Library.

As soon as a new Provincial Archivist is
appointed to replace Scott Goodine, who
relocated to Manitoba in December, | will meet
with the new person to discuss the submitted
material which has not been reviewed and
indexed as yet.

In my discussions with Vic and Maxine, we
agreed that the Branch Archivists and Secretarie
should continue to collect materials as outlined
in the Archivist Position Description. Branches
that are located in cities with an Archive should
submit their materials to the Archive for
safekeeping. Materials from the remaining
Branches should continue to be sent to me at thg
AGS Library for submission to the Provincial
Archives.

As a further note for the Officers and Committee
Members of the Society: the Provincial
Archives has in our accessions all the *archival
material relating to our Society’ from the
beginning through December of 1999. If
minutes, reports, etc. prior to January 2000 exist
in minute books, file cabinets, or cardboxes
under the basement stairs, please shred items
containing confidential information and send the
rest of the lot to recycling.

| am pleased to be actively involved once again
with the Society — I've missed my genie friends.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Ann Legris

Casino

The casino event for AGS was held at Centur

Casino in Edmonton on June 9 & 10, 2008 and i
went very well. Members from seven Branches
helped with this event but the majority were
from Edmonton Branch. 1 thank all the

volunteers for so generously volunteering their
time to help raise funds for the Society.
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The final result of our work brought a net total of
$ 78,653.09 in proceeds to the Society. This will

be used to help pay for rent, insurance, materials

for the library and a number of other expenses.

We have been approved for our next casino
event. It will be in the second quarter (April,

May, June) of 2010. The actual date will be
known in November 20009.

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Turnbull

Federation of Family History
Societies (FFHS) Liaison

| receive regular reports from the FFHS both in
paper format & by email. For any news or events
that apply to AGS, | send the information on to
the appropriate individuals or groups. We also
receive copies of their publications which are
then given to the library for use by our members.

If any members traveling to Britain are interested
in finding out about family history meetings or
events in the area they are visiting, they can
contact me through the AGS office.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Philips, FFHS Liaison

Grants/Fundraising

AHRF Sponsorship

In 2008, AGS received $40,000 in sponsorship
funding from Alberta Historical Resources
Foundation (AHRF) funded by the Alberta
Lottery Fund. The Sponsorship received from
AHREF is applied to expenses incurred for our
publications, genealogical training programs and
workshops, business meetings and general
administration. AHRF also gave us a one-time
$10,000 grant to be used for education purposes.

Research

In 2008, AGS raised $10,549 by answering
research queries, for the most part by providing
hard copies of Alberta Homestead Records as a

result of the finding aid that we put online.
Thanks to the research team from Edmonton
Branch who answers most of these queries.

Donation for Move

We were reimbursed $6,633.48 by the City of
Edmonton for the move. Work has begun on an
application for an Alberta Lotteries Foundation
Community Facility Enhancement Program
grant that will help to offset the cost of leasehold
improvements and enhancements required for
our relocation to #162, 14315-118 Avenue,
Edmonton, Alberta. We have a commitment for
a donation from Nearctic in the amount of
$28,000 to help cover the cost of leasehold
improvements in 2008.

Community Facility Enhancement Program
(CFEP) Grant

We applied for a Community Facility
Enhancement Grant through the Lotteries
Foundation to cover the cost of upgrades to the
library space at our new location.

Community Spirit Program Grant

We applied for the Community Spirit Program
Grant in the amount of $4,424. We have
received word that our application has been
approved in principal. As there are more
applications than grant funding available, when
all applications have been received, grants will
be assigned on a pro-rata basis until all funds arg
depleted.

Casino

The Alberta Genealogical Society worked a
casino in the ¥ quarter (June 9-10, 2008),
realizing a profit of $80,737. The casino is
discussed in detail elsewhere in this report.

Computers for Schools

In late 2008, we applied for a donation to non-
profit organizations fron€omputers for Schoals
Twelve desktop machines complete with brand
new monitors, as well as twelve laptops
complete with laptop bags will be available for
pickup at the Provincial Board Meeting in
February 20009.
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Grants and Fundraising at the Branch Level
The Branches reported the following to me:
Brooks & District Branch- received $65 from

the member and miscellaneous donations, $895
from a bakeless bake sale, and $100 from a
50/50 raffle for a total of $1,060.

Camrose Branch none

Drayton Valley Branch-$250 as a donation

from the Royal Canadian Legion; $360 from
sellingIndex of Births, Marriages and Deaths of
Drayton Valley and Surrounding Area in Alberta
(1954-2004)$12 for research queries and $15
for newsletters for a total of $637.

Edmonton Branck raised $133 in library fees
and fines, $743 for photocopying, $28 in
publications, $113 as proceeds from the 1901
Census project, $7,122 in response to research
queries, $1,473 in donations, $446 from
donations at the door, $40 in silent auction
proceeds, $432 in used furniture sales, $2,715 as
proceeds fronTracing Your Family Treeourse,
and $120 from the one-day Irish Workshop for a
total of $13,365.

Fort McMurray Branch-raised $61,410 through
a casino.

Grande Prairie & District Branch $365 as
proceeds from a garage sale, $22 from cookbook
sales, $120 from dividends and discounts, $96
from meeting refreshments, $155 in donations,
$180 in donations for the Margaret Kay
Scholarship Fund, and $42 in research for a total
of $980.

Lethbridge & District Branch- raised $1,300

from a garage sale.

Medicine Hat & District Branch raised $205
from Co-op receipts, $364 from a garage sale,
$200 from coffee donations, $330 in donations
$565 from doing research and $131 from the
GST rebate for a total of $1795.

Peace River & District Branchraised $25 from
donations.

Red Deer & District Branch received $500

from the City of Red Deer for improved Internet
Connection.

Wetaskiwin Branch- had $608 in Bingo income
and a $500 grant from the City of Wetaskiwin to
help with their workshop..

Respectfully submitted,
Marion Rex, Grants/Fundraising
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Library

Relocation

AGS Library has now been in its new location
for one complete year. It was nice to enjoy a
Christmas break this year with no thoughts of
boxes that needed attention.

Borrowing

During 2008 there was six mailouts of library
books. Four members used this service during
the year. This library usage does not reflect the
borrowing that was done by persons visiting the
library.

Library Holdings List

During the latter part of 2008 steps were taken to
place the AGS Library catalogue online in a
searchable database format. Previously the
catalogue has been available in text format on
the AGS website. This project is underway and
hopefully will be completed in early 2009.

A printed format of the catalogue will be
produced in 2009 and made available for
purchase at the AGS Conference in April.

Acquisitions

Forty-one books were catalogued into the library
during the year. Thank you to Shirley Machan
and Gail Cockwill who handled all the
cataloguing during 2008. Donations of materials
were made to the library during 2008 by
members and non-members. Thank you is
expressed for their thoughtfulness. Any
duplicate materials received by the library were
distributed to other Branches in the Society.

Periodicals

We continued our subscriptions to various
genealogical societies as well as exchanging
Journals with many others. The task of
thoroughly checking the periodical collection
was undertaken this year to make sure the
exchange system was working and that
subscriptions were up to date and journals were
being received by the Society. Thank you to
Vivian Etty who processed all incoming
periodicals during 2008, her attention to detail is
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very much appreciated. Five years of periodicals
are kept on the library shelves.

Gratitude is expressed to all the wonderful
library volunteers who contribute their expertise
and time to make the library the excellent
resource it is for all interested in genealogical
research. Lastly, | would like to express my
appreciation to Linda Winski, AGS Office Co-
ordinator who gives support to the Society in so
many ways.

Respectfully submitted by,
Norma Wolowyk, AGS Library

Master Database

Work continues to progress toward having the
cemetery database on line. This past year several
smaller collections have been removed from the
Master Database. These have already been put
up on the website.

The Cemetery Database, which is the oldest, is
the one in need of most revision. This has
resulted over time, from the failure to have
adequate provision of approvals from those
responsible for cemetery data. The database
includes cemetery records in addition to
monumental inscriptions and it is not always
possible to distinguish one from another. This is
not the fault of any individual or group, but
comes from changing attitudes and legislation
regarding privacy.

In preparation for a cemetery workshop an
information package for standardizing the data
entry and database format was produced and
circulated to the Branches for study.

In November, the workshop was held with most
of the Branch reps for cemeteries in attendance.
Additional suggestions and additions for the
collection and distribution of data were received
and an updated package has been produced and
circulated. Edmonton Branch has made
corrections to much of its cemetery data already
and Branches are beginning to ask for the

transcripts of cemeteries in their areas so they
can assist in this work.

These corrections are not in the data itself, but in
the way it is entered in the database ie. separate
columns for first names and surnames,
consistency in entry of dates etc.

It is hoped that this work will be completed by
the end of 2009 and we will be able to report that
the cemetery database is online. At present, the
intent is to have it available to members only,
because of the privacy issues, which will take
much longer to solve.

Respectfully submitted,
Fred Vaneldik

Membership

2008 membership has slipped one more time.
Where has everyone gone? Perhaps to the sam
places as the members of service clubs, church
congregations, community associations, hospital
volunteers, fund raising organizations... you
name it and the numbers are depleting! Linda
Winski has been a great help with all the input of
membership data; however, we do need a
Membership Secretary to work with the Branch
Membership Chairs and the Office Coordinator.

2008
26
19

2007
31
21
24
559
17
44
39
50
13
75
32

2006
36
23
20
576
18
49
47
49
13
64
38

Brooks
Camrose
Drayton Valley 19
Edmonton 529
Fort McMurray 9
Grande Prairie 47
Lethbridge 41
Medicine Hat 47
Peace River 16
Red Deer 76
Wetaskiwin 38
No Branch 23 23 23
Total members* 859 888 91
*excludes multiple branch memberships

Respectfully submitted,
Vic Willoughby AGS President
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Policies & Procedures and
Bylaws

Policies & Procedures:

The amalgamation of thinb Description,

Policies & ProceduresindBranch Handbooks
making big strides with the Committee meeting
monthly since the spring of 2008. Using a fine-
tooth comb to weed out the deadwood and
anticipating future needs has required close
attention to detail. Again and again we have
found ourselves facing loop holes in our manuals
which we have tried desperately to fill. However,
we have come to conclusion that we do not have
a crystal ball to look into the coming years. To
this end we have drawn a finish line in many
areas.

Bylaws:

As has been stated numerous times in other
reports, The Bylaws of the Society require
regular attention. This led to amendments in
2007. They were duly passed and subsequently
forwarded to the Province of Alberta. The
covering letter, however, reversed two numbers
and thusly brought the process of amending the
Government records to a screeching halt. Our
previous Article 6.4.1 was erased and the
properly passed amendments of the 2007 AGM
to Article 6.1.4 were left the way they were. The
AGS is now required to submit via special
resolutions at the 2009 AGM the original
amendments to Article 6.1.4 and reinstate Article
6.4.1 to what it read prior to the erasure. The
details are outlined in the Election Package for
the 2009 AGM.

Respectfully submitted,
Jo Nuthack for the Bylaws, Policies &
Procedures Committee

Relatively Speaking

It is February and the start of another year for
Relatively Speakind-ebruary is also Valentine’s
month - the time for romantic musings - and
what more fitting way to showcase this than
Debby Was'’s article in which she features her

parents’ love letters. However, there is the
reality that not all of our ancestor’'s marriages
were ‘happy ever after’ stories so Lynn Fogwiill
has provided us with valuable information on
researching divorce cases — at least in Britain
from the mid-1800s to mid-1900s. Also included
is part three of Frank Easton’s homestead story,
the content of this most detailed article all
obtained from the homestead records indexed b
AGS, a most valuable resource.

Some of our readers, justifiably, queried the
validity of the birth date calculation that we re-
published in our February 2008 issue. We have
to thank Professor Keith Smillie for penning
“8870 and all that” which explains, in detail,
why the calculation results in frequent errors.

Unfortunately Hal O’Neil has had to step back
from writing the gleanings segment; we have all
enjoyed his contributions over the last many
years and are pleased he will continue to remain
on our committee. We are most grateful to
Shirley Machan who has taken on this task and
we welcome her back on our team. Her first
contribution appears in this issue.

In the last issue oRelatively Speakingou will
have received the 2008 annual index, anothe
milestone in our publication. We hope you find
this a useful addition to your library and, as
always, we welcome your feedback and
suggestions.

Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Hindmarch and Peter Staveley
Co-editors

Research

TheResearch Services Committetor both
AGS and Edmonton Branch AGS met each
Friday in the Library during 2008.

Participating during 2008 were Phil Bentley,
Gordon Berdahl, Gail Cockwill, Natalie
Edwards, John Hazelwood, Brian Langkaas,
Claudine Nelson, Pat Pettitt, Melva Robbins,
Jeneane Roberts, Katie Wilkinson and Norma
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Wolowyk. Pat McFetridge and Marilyn Wales
joined the Committee in 2008 and we welcomed
their participation.

Each week committee members selected queries,
did research in the AGS library and at other local
institutions, and responded by e-mail from their
own home or by mailing correspondence. A
guery database was compiled of surnames
researched, submitter’'s name, locality of inquiry,
type of query (e-mail, phone, letter, fax) and the
ID number assigned to each query. Sheila
Majeau maintained this query database on
computer and kept it up-to-date.

Charges billed were fifty cents per page of
photocopying and two dollars per page of
computer printout from the AGS Master
Databank Files. Also, clients were encouraged
to send donations to the Society in appreciation
of the volunteer commitment given to their
gueries. These donations ranged from a few
dollars to over $100 making the efforts of the
Committee an excellent fund raiser for the
Branch.

Besides using the resources of the Society’s
library, committee members used resources at
Provincial Archives of Alberta, the Legislature
Library, University of Alberta Library,
Edmonton Public Library, City of Edmonton
Archives, etc. to thoroughly research a query.
They also accessed family history information,
on behalf of clients, through their own
subscriptions to paid genealogical sites.

382 queries were received by AGS during 2008
with the majority received by e-mail. Edmonton
Branch AGS received 355 making a total of 737
gueries handled by the Committee in 2008.

Most of the queries received related to specific
families, with the others generally relating to
Society membership, how to obtain vital
statistics certificates, recommended genealogical
software, cemetery information, how to research,
etc. Using the online AGS Homestead Database
we were able to assist families applying for the
Alberta Century Farm and Ranch Award and the
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village Centenary

Pioneer Recognition Award by providing copies
of census and homestead records. Copies of lang
records were charged at $10 plus 50 cents per
page of copy, with the average file six to twelve
pages.

An initial request may come into the Society
from searches of the Homestead Databases and
the Local History Book indexes online at the
Society’s website, but this may very quickly lead
to further research on a family’s Alberta history.

The Alberta Genealogical Society is very
fortunate to have such a wonderful group of
dedicated researchers. Their commitment to
taking up the research challenge and thus
providing family history information to people
from around the world received many
expressions of appreciation from clients during
2008.

Thank you to Linda Winski, AGS Office
Coordinator, for handling the mail for the
Research Committee and processing the credit
card payment slips. Her kindness and support is
very much appreciated.

Respectfully submitted,
Norma Wolowyk, Research Coordinator

Translation Co-ordinator

| have only received one request for translation
this year, for Ukrainian, which | was able to refer
to a volunteer.

| would be happy to hear from any volunteers in
the Society who are fluent enough in any
language to help with translations.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Philips
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Website

AGS website:  http://abgensoc.ca/

We have four major databases available on the

website and they have generated considerable

activity for the Research group. All the databases

are fully searchable. They are:
Index to Applications for Alberta Land
Patents - 1885 to 1897an index to Alberta
Homesteads not on microfilm at the
Provincial Archives of Alberta. This index
to Alberta land patent applications was
funded by a bequest from the estate of
Charles Douglas Denney (1901 - 2002) to
the Alberta Genealogical Society -
Edmonton Branch. AGS members Sheila
Majeau and Heather Harper completed data
entry and proofreading.

Index to Alberta Homestead Records - 1870
to 1930- a comprehensive, integrated, all-
name index to Alberta's homestead files of
over 277,000 records. Dedicated members
and friends of the Alberta Genealogical
Society volunteered thousands of hours

over four years to create this birthday gift
for the Province of Alberta centennial
celebrations in 2005.

Index to Alberta Homestead Records - post
1930- similar to above but as of this
writing only the first 128,159 records are
included, more will be added as they are
available. Members of Edmonton Branch
have volunteered many hours to create this
index making information on Alberta land
settlement accessible to everyone.

Index to Selected Alberta History Books
an all-name index containing all of the
names that appear throughout the pages of
selected Alberta local history books held in
Edmonton by the Alberta Genealogical
Society and the AGS Edmonton Branch
library. The Alberta Genealogical Society
acknowledges the contribution made by
Marion Sim in the creation of this index.
Funding for the project was made possible
by a bequest from the estate of Charles
Douglas Denney (1901 - 2002) to the

Alberta Genealogical Society - Edmonton
Branch.

| encourage all members to check out these very
valuable resources for their research.

Please remember that there is a Calendar on the
website which list@\LL the Branch meetings as
well as AGS Board meetings and other events as
| am made aware of them. Please let me know of
any items that need to be included.

Suggestions for changes and/or additions for the
website are always welcome. | can be contacted
through the AGS mailing address or by email at
<webmaster@abgensoc.ca>.

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Turnbull
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Brooks & District Branch
President: Eileen French

Box 1538, Brooks, AB T1R 1C4
Phone: (403) 501-0608
Website:
www.eidnet.org/local/agsbrooks
Meets second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Community Cultural Centre
Main Floor, Room 122

327 Third Street West

Brooks, AB

Camrose Branch

President: Fay Carlson

6211 Enevold Drive

Camrose, AB T4V 4K2

Phone: (780) 672-8431

Website: http://camrose.abgensoc.ca
Meets second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Camrose Public Library, Downstairs
Boardroom

Camrose, AB

Drayton Valley Branch
President: Miriam Roberts
P.O. Box 115

Rocky Rapids, AB TOE 170
Phone: (780) 542-2215

Meets third Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Shangri-La Lodge

5208 — 47 Avenue

Drayton Valley, AB

Edmonton Branch

President: Walter Meyer

Unit 162, 14315 — 118 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5L 4S6

Phone: (780) 424-4429

Fax: (780) 423-8980

Email: agsedm@compusmart.ab.ca
Website: agsedm.edmonton.ab.ca
Meets fourth Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Place: TBA
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Ft. McMurray Branch
President: Jock Howard

#305, 10011 Franklin Avenue
Ft. McMurray, AB T9H 2K7
Phone: (780) 791-5663

Email: ftmacgen@telus.net
Website: users.rootsweb.com/~
abfmags/index.htmi

Meets second Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Hill Drugs Building

Ft. McMurray, AB

Grande Prairie & District

Branch

President: Judy Bradley

P.O. Box 1257

Grande Prairie, AB T8V 471
Phone: (780) 539-3837
Email: gp@abgensoc.ca
Website: http://gp.abgensoc.ca/
Meets third Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Grande Prairie Public Library
9910 — 99 Avenue

Grande Prairie, AB

Lethbridge & District Branch
President: Doug McLeod

1:28 909 — 8 Avenue North
Lethbridge, AB T1H OH5

Phone: (403) 328-9564

Email: lethags@theboss.net
Website:
http://lethbridgeags@theboss.net
Meets third Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Provincial Admin. Building
909-3 Avenue North

Lethbridge, AB

Medicine Hat & District.

Branch

President: Helene Paquin

P.O. Box 971

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 7G8
Phone: (403) 526-5188

Email: mhgs@telus.net
www.memlane.com/nonprofit/mhgs/
Meets first Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
974 — 1% St. SW, Medicine Hat,AB
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Peace River & District

Branch

President: Joan Wahl

9807 — 97 Avenue

Peace River, AB T8S 1H8
Phone: (780) 332-4878
Email: jfwahl@telusplanet.net
Website:
rootsweb.com/~abprdgs/index.html
Meets third Thursday, 7 p.m.
Peace River Library

Peace River, AB

Red Deer & District Branch
President: Peter Darby

P. O. Box 922

Red Deer, AB T4N 5H3

Phone: (403) 227-2646

Email: rdbrags@telus.net

Website: www.rdgensoc.ab.ca
Meets fourth Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Red Deer Museum, 4525 — 47A Ave.
Red Deer, AB

Wetaskiwin Branch
President: Claudia Malloch

129 Parkview Drive

Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 3J6
Phone: (780) 352-0685

Email: wetaskiwin@abgensoc.ca
Website:
http://wetaskiwin.abgensoc.ca/
Meets third Tuesday (except July,
August and December) at 7 p.m.
Wetaskiwin Branch Resource Centre|
4904 — 51 Street




